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Background

The pandemic caused by COVID-19 has forced OMEP to postpone the 2020 and 2021 World

Conferences. Therefore, it is timely and necessary to enable a new space to continue political and

pedagogical debates, strengthening the knowledge of our community, the capacities of the

organizations and its members.

Education is not only a human right, but the tool to achieve all other rights and the catalyst for the

fulfillment of the 2030 Agenda. The elimination of poverty, good health and well-being, sustainable

development, citizenship, gender equality, decent work, responsible consumption, among other

objectives, will not be possible without developing, enriching and enhancing education from the

birth of all people.

It is necessary to promote in the OMEP community to promote reflection and updating the

achievements related to SDG 4.2 regarding access and quality of ECCE and SDG 4.7, which highlights

the importance of education for sustainable development, human rights, gender equality and

promoting a culture that values   diversity and global citizenship.

Throughout the OMEP Seminar Series 2021-2022 we will share perspectives and experiences that

reflect the knowledge, diversity and richness of policies and pedagogies built around the world, for

early childhood education in relation to the serious crisis that has caused the Pandemic. 



It also will be an opportunity to provide a space for the exchange of ideas about our flagship initiative

"Decade for Early Childhood: Development, Education and Care", putting into debate the central

themes that will help define the content and orientation of our proposals.

Likewise, it will enable reflection on different aspects of the OMEP Strategic Plan, the meanings,

actions and intra- and interregional articulations, strengthening the vision and action of the National

Committees and of each member.

The first Seminar was held on August 23, 2021 under the title:

“Rights from the start: how to advocate for early childhood?”.

The recording is available in the three official OMEP languages (English, French and Spanish) on the
YouTube channel @omepworldtv.

Discussion

The webinar will include keynote presentations by two specialists who have vast knowledge about

children and Paulo Freire's pedagogy: Carlos Calvo and Roberto Mauro Gurgel Rocha. The opening

and closing remarks will be given by Mercedes Mayol Lassalle, OMEP World President. The event will

be coordinated by Desireé López de Maturana Luna, Regional Vice President for Latin America.

Carlos Calvo was trained at Stanford University, United States, where he received his degree as an

Educational Anthropologist. He then continued his doctoral and postdoctoral studies at this

university, and at the Hadassah Wiso Research Institute in Israel. He is also Professor and Graduate in

Philosophy, graduated from the Catholic University of Valparaíso.

He currently works as an academic at the University of La Serena and the Open University of

Recoleta, Republic of Chile.

Throughout his life as a teacher and researcher, he has investigated the difference between

education and schooling, as well as the way children learn. These ideas have been embraced and

studied in graduate programs in Latin America and have been investigated in doctoral theses. Most

are available online, as well as various conferences.

Roberto Mauro Gurgel Rocha is the vice president of OMEP Brazil, vice president of the State Council

for Education of Maranhão, Agricultural Engineer and Sociologist, University Professor at the Federal

University of Maranhão, Environmentalist, Social Militant for Children, he was National Coordinator

of University Extension. He has 20 published books. He is a current member of the State Forum for

Environmental Education and the Fundação Justiça e Paz da Igreja. He participates in the Global

Educational Pact launched by Pope Francis.



Mercedes Mayol Lassalle is the World President of OMEP (World Organization for Preschool

Education) since January 1, 2020. National Normal Teacher, Graduate in Education Sciences,

University of Buenos Aires. Former Director of the Early Childhood Education area of   the City of

Buenos Aires. Currently, she is a Professor in the Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education at the

University of Buenos Aires and in the Regional Program for Training in Planning and Management of

Educational Policies, IIPE-UNESCO Buenos Aires, Office for Latin America. Elected member of the

Coordination Group of the Collective Consultation of NGOs on EDUCATION 2030 – CCNGO / ED 2030.

Desireé López de Maturana Luna is a Doctor in Pedagogical Mediation; Magister in Educational

Administration; Kindergarten Educator, with vast experience in the classroom and as an academic in

different Chilean Universities; she has participated in research on cognitive development, play, and

early childhood learning. She has written several articles on inclusion, play and learning in the first

years of her life. She has served as National Executive Vice President of the National Board of

Kindergartens between 2014 and 2018, where she implemented public policies for the level,

expanding coverage with a territorial perspective. She promoted the creation of the Casa Ciudadana

and the JUNJI Publishing House, with a national and international presence; She has participated in

consultancy and coordination with national and international government agencies. She is currently

a teacher at the University of La Serena and has assumed the Vice Presidency for Latin America of

the World Organization for Early Childhood Education (OMEP).

Agenda

1- Opening by Mercedes Mayol Lassalle (10 minutos)

2- Presentation by Carlos Calvo (20 minutos)

3- Presentation by Roberto Mauro Gurgel Rocha  (20 minutos )

5- Questions by Desireé López de Maturana Luna (5 minutos)

6- Closing by Mercedes Mayol Lassalle (5 minutos)

Methodology

- The Seminar will be in SPANISH and will have simultaneous translation channels in english

and french.

- The live transmission will be carried out through the OMEPWorldTV YouTube Channel. The
recording will then be available in the three official OMEP languages.

- After the live Seminar, an asynchronous debate will be promoted during the week, for those
people who could not attend live.


